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From the Executive Directors

School is back in session and so is the Urban Initiatives

health and education soccer program! We are thrilled for

our program to be kicking off our 7th year of programming

with over 330 students from 11 Chicago Public Schools.

This fall we have added 3 additional school sites: Otis in

the Westtown community, Prieto in the Belmont Cragin

community, and Reavis in the Grand Boulevard community.

The students are excited to get back to work on the field

and in the classroom. We hope that you will make it out to

a program session to see our incredible kids in action.

Please email info@urbaninitiatives.org to receive a copy

of the schedule. Thank you to everyone who has helped

set Urban Initiatives up for another successful year!

~ Jim & Dan

UI Highlights

Walsh Participants Excel in the Classroom and Boost

ISAT Scores to a Higher Level!

During the 2008-2009 school year at Walsh Elementary -

where program enrollment is open to all third grade

students - 87.5% of the students who participated in the

program met or exceeded the ISAT State Standards for

math versus 67.8% of the 3rd grade students who did not



participate in the program. Similarly, on reading test

scores 83% of the 3rd grade students who participated

met or exceeded the ISAT State Standards versus 50% of

the 3rd grade students who did not participate in the

program. While the students, teachers, and administrators should be commended for having their

highest test scores to date, the Work to Play Program gave the participating third graders an extra

boost. The Principal of the school, Krish Mohip, stated, “I know that Urban Initiatives had a major

impact on our scores and student achievement. The ‘Work to Play’ aspect of the program motivated

my students to do their best everyday.”

Students Still Score Over the Summer - UI & MLS Soccer Camp

This summer Urban Initiatives teamed up with the MLS Professional Soccer League to put on

one-week summer camp in the Pilsen neighborhood. Students battled the heat to make sure they

were exercising at least 60 minutes a day. Thanks again to MLS Camps for your partnership!

 UI Launches Newly Redesigned Website

Now you can enjoy timely news and information about Urban Initiatives on our newly redesigned

website. We worked with Neoteric Design to make our website more informative, current, and user

friendly. Visit www.urbaninitiatives.org to learn more about our program, our valued partners

and sponsors, news and events.

Spotlight on Donnel Haley

Past UI Participant and Youth Mentor Coach

Donnel Haley has been a part of the Urban Initiatives

program since the 2004/2005 school year and exemplifies

the characteristics Urban Initiatives seeks to instill in its

program participants. Donnel started in our health and

education soccer program at Schiller School when he was

in fourth grade. After participating in the program himself,

he began volunteering his time as a youth mentor coach

for the younger students. Over the past several years, we

could not have asked for a better peer role model than

Donnel for his younger brother Dajon and the rest of the

soccer team at Schiller School.

While in the fifth through seventh grades, Donnel volunteered weekly at Urban Initiatives practices

and games at Schiller by lending a hand wherever it was needed. He engaged with participants,

organized equipment, distributed healthy snacks, and overall served as a positive influence to all

that surrounded him. Donnel is an excellent role model who leads by example. He emphasizes and



exemplifies Urban Initiatives' values of education achievement, good behavior, self-respect, physical

fitness, and proper nutrition. According to his mother, Donnel was always a great student but Urban

Initiatives pushed him to work even harder in the classroom. In addition, he always displayed raw

leadership qualities but his volunteering role with Urban Initiatives provided him with an outlet to

hone his skills and learn how to take greater initiative. Donnel sees each day as an opportunity to

enhance his personal development.

With Schiller School closing down this past spring Donnel was in need of a new school. He is

attending St. Athanasius School in Evanston as part of the Boys Hope Girls Hope scholarship

program. The school year has begun and he loves his new school, is applying himself academically,

and is making lots of new friends. We have no doubt that he will shine in the classroom, with his

peers, and on the football team. He will be missed on the soccer field of the Urban Initiatives

program but we know he will be extremely successful at St. “A’s”.

Making it Happen

Letter from Johnson School teacher and UI Coaches Corps Director, Brian Billings

This fall, Urban Initiatives is launching an exciting new program that will expand the impact of the

organization to students in grades 5-8. The new program is called Coaches Corps and will focus on

recruiting, training, and mentoring middle school coaches in underserved schools throughout the

Chicago Public Schools. These coaches will fill the large void of high quality coaches needed by CPS

middle school athletic programs. These coaches will use sports such as volleyball, football,

basketball, and track as a vehicle to teach student/athletes the importance of strong personal

character and healthy lifestyle traits.

The positive impact of the Urban Initiatives 1st-4th grade soccer program has been dramatic.

Coaches Corps will allow the Urban Initiatives' message to be delivered to students as they leave

the youth soccer program and begin to play middle school athletics. Coaches and athletics have the

ability to inspire academic engagement, self-discipline, and lifestyle improvements. Coaches Corps

will prepare individuals to meet this need in underserved neighborhoods across Chicago.

~ Brian Billings

How You Can Help

Annual Appeal

Donate to Urban Initiatives' Annual Appeal, our back to

school fundraising push for our health and education

soccer program, in order to provide comprehensive



development opportunities to children in Chicago’s

neighborhoods. You can help us to continue providing

opportunity and optimism to Chicago children by making a

donation to Urban Initiatives' Annual Appeal. Click here to

donate now.

Support UI by Playing in the 4th Annual SmartBet

Poker Tournament

Urban Initiatives has once again been selected as a beneficiary of the SmartBet Poker Tournament.

This Thursday, September 17, come to the Chicago Cultural Center and throw down in a no limit

Texas Hold ‘Em tournament. Registration opens at 6:00pm and the first card drops at 6:30pm -

$250 to play and $100 to be a spectator. Bring your inner ‘Moneymaker,’ ‘Eastgate,’ or ‘Duke,’ and

win some money and support great organizations in the process. Click here to register or to learn

more.

Back the Bid!

As many of you know, on October 2 the International Olympic Committee will meet in Copenhagen

to select the Host City for the 2016 Olympic and Paralympic Games. Through our direct participation

on the soccer field with hundreds of youth in Chicago communities, we realize the positive impact of

exposure to and participation in sports on youth development. Urban Initiatives proudly supports

Chicago 2016! As a supporter of Chicago 2016, we invite you to take a quick moment to “Back the

Bid.” Click here to “Back the Bid” and learn how to get more involved.

Mark Your Calendar!

Save the Date for the 7th Annual Urban Initiatives Halloween Party, which will be held Saturday

October 31st from 8-12pm. Location information coming soon! If you’ve been before you know this

is a party not to be missed! Get your costumes ready.

The Soccer Ball will be held on January 29th, 2010 at Salvage One located at 1840 West Hubbard

St, Chicago IL, 60622 between Ashland and Damen Avenues, just one block south of Grand Ave.

The party will run from 7pm. to 11pm. and tickets are $100 in advance and $110 at the door.

Tickets will be available starting in December. Please e-mail soccerball@urbaninitiatives.org with

any questions or to inquire about event sponsorship or auction item donation opportunities.

With Appreciation

Thank you to all who continue to support Urban Initiatives!

Thank you to Nike for donating all of the equipment and uniforms for the 2009-2010 school

year!

Thank you to the Springboard Foundation for selecting Urban Initiatives as the recipient of the



annual Springboard Award for an organization that best represents the Springboard mission.

Thank you to the Chicago Fire, Bush’s Baked Beans, Jessica Yavitz, and Dasan Robinson for

holding a school supplies drive to benefit Urban Initiatives schools!

Thank you to Credit Suisse for donating backpacks and school supplies for program participants

at Walsh School.

Thank you to Christ Church for making Urban Initiatives a benefactor of their Annual Rummage

Sale on October 1, 2009. Please come to the sale on the corner of Oak and Maple in Winnetka

from 7am to 3pm to support Urban Initiatives!
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